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462.001
Policy - Personnel assigned to the D.U.I. Enforcement Team, and selected patrol officers may utilize in-car video camera systems as a primary support tool in capturing evidence of impaired drivers, and secondarily to support other enforcement or investigative efforts as appropriate. Any officer engaged in a pursuit or emergency response will activate the video unit from the time of engagement to the termination of their involvement.
462.10
Procedure - The following procedures apply to the equipment only.

462.11
Equipment assignment - The video units are installed in the cars assigned to the D.U.I. Enforcement Team and other patrol cars as designated by the Patrol Division Commander.  Each officer will be assigned a remote microphone.   Blank videotapes and spare batteries are stored in the Traffic Section storage room .  Only personnel who have been trained in the operation of the video unit are authorized to use the equipment.  The D.U.I. Enforcement Team Sergeant will maintain a list of the personnel who have been trained in the use of the equipment.

462.12
Officers will perform a function check of the equipment at the start of their shift.  The function check will test the video and audio recording functions and the unit itself.  The officer will also ensure the unit is recording the proper day, date, and time.  Any problems will be immediately reported to the on-duty supervisor.  If the problem is not corrected before the end of their shift, the officer will notify the D.U.I. Enforcement Team Sergeant or designee in writing of the specific problem.

462.13
Equipment Repair - Arrangements for repair will be made by the D.U.I. Enforcement Team Sergeant or designee.  No attempt to repair the equipment, which would require going into the internal parts of the unit, is permitted.  Head cleaning tapes are available through the D.U.I. Enforcement Team Sergeant.

462.20
Recording Procedures - The following procedures apply to the actual recording of events.
(1)  Officers will conduct all encounters with the safety of the persons being contacted and the officer of paramount concern.
(2)  Officers encountering driving violations, particularly those involving suspected DUI offenses, will utilize the video systems to:

(A)  Obtain evidence or irregular or illegal driving behavior, if time and conditions permit;

(B)  Obtain evidence of driver impairment during the contact and performance of roadside sobriety tasks.

(3)  Systems may also be used to support other areas of enforcement or investigation, to include as examples:

(A)  Surveillance of open doors, broken windows, or other suspected points of entry while/if a single officer must conduct perimeter checks of buildings.

(B)  Capturing evidence of fights, crowd situation, etc., as officers approach scenes and investigate.

(C)  Capturing partial video and full audio of domestic or other disturbances occurring outside or within a residence or building via remote microphone.

(D)  Monitoring of unruly prisoners being transported in police vehicles, to include audio.  Cameras will swivel 180° to allow recording of rear seat passengers.

(E)  Capturing conversation of suspect(s) in rear seats of police vehicles, as no expectations of privacy concerns exist, via the interior microphone. (See General Order 128)

(F)  Recording any pursuit or emergency response situation.  (Mandatory)

(G)  Recording everyday activities by trainees in the Field Training Program for evaluation and improvement of techniques.

(H)  Hostile or aggressive traffic violators.

(4)
When a person has a reasonable expectation of privacy in a conversation, no un-consented interception of the conversation can take place until the officer’s purpose becomes the obtaining of evidence of any criminal act [F.S. 934.03(2)(a)3(c)]; including criminal traffic offenses, such as reckless driving.

(A)
Officers will immediately activate their wireless microphone upon approaching a traffic violator or conducting a citizen contact.  However, once the officer determines the encounter will not result in any criminal activity, the officer must promptly inform the subject/citizen their conversation is being recorded.

462.30
Disposition of Tapes - The following procedures apply to the disposition of videotapes from the in-car-mounted video cameras.

462.31
Non-Criminal Events - In order to control the quantity of videotapes that may result from use of the units, officers may record multiple non-criminal events on one tape.  Fully recorded tapes (six hours), or those nearing full recording use, must be submitted to the officer’s supervisor who will store the tapes in their office.  The tape will be labeled with the officer’s name and the dates the tape was put into use and removed from the unit.  These tapes will be maintained for thirty days.

462.311
An officer may request a tape be retained for a longer period of time if there is a non-criminal event on the tape the officer will need at a later date, e.g., traffic violations for court, etc.

462.32
Criminal Events -  If the tape has non-criminal events before the criminal event (i.e. D.U.I., Reckless Driving, Fleeing/Eluding, etc.) was captured, the criminal portion of the tape may be duplicated onto a separate cassette. A dual- deck VCR is available in the Traffic Section offices and District 2 and 3 stations to makes copies of tapes. The officer responsible for the tape should personally make the duplication.  Any officer making the duplication will be required to testify as to its accuracy.

462.321
The dubbed tape of the criminal act will be considered evidence and properly marked and submitted in accordance with current policies for handling of evidence.  These tapes will be maintained as evidence until the completion of the appellate process or until the period for filing of an appeal has expired.  Proper evidence handling procedure will be followed when placing the tape into evidence. All tapes must be in a sleeve before being placed into evidence.
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